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Don’t Trash These Genes. “Junk” DNA may lead to cures.
by Alice Park. Time, Oct. 22,2012
1. What are the terms that were associated with a vast majority of the human genome?
2.  How many base pairs are in human DNA?______________ How many genes?_________
What percent of the human genome does this represent? ___________

3. What will our new understanding of the 98% of the genome help us to understand?
4. What is the role of the genes?
5. What have scientist discovered the genome “junk” actually is?
6. What could be discovered by manipulating these new found items?

7. Explain the tow functions of this portion of the DNA (rather than it being inert) and gives examples from the text to support.
8. What can we discover by comparing healthy individuals genomes with those who had specific diseases?
9. Why were some diseases not found within the genes?
10. What are the genetic on-off switches also known as?
11. What could be a reality because of ENCODE? List the big killers possible treated this way.
12. Give specific examples of how ENCODE can help/modify cancer treatments?
13. Describe the payoff the scientists at Washington University discovered.
14. What might ENCODE eventually be used for?

